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by Attorney Gary Poole 

I 
 represent motorcyclists throughout North 

Carolina who have been injured in accidents. I 

make sure their rights are protected, and I assume the 

responsibility of dealing 

with the insurance company 

of the driver who caused the 

accident. 

The hardest thing I ever 

have to do in a motorcycle 

case is to say to the client 

“the driver who caused your 

accident has no insurance or 

not enough insurance to 

cover your medical bills, lost 

wages and injuries.” How 

can that happen? Many 

people assume if they are 

hurt in an accident, the other 

driver’s insurance company 

will cover all their injuries, 

medical bills and lost wages.  

In North Carolina, though, a 

driver has to buy only 

$30,000.00 of liability 

insurance to cover someone they hurt in an accident. 

Unfortunately, many motorcyclists are seriously hurt 

in accidents, and $30,000.00 is not nearly enough to 

pay for their medical bills, lost wages and injuries. 

There are also many uninsured drivers that cause 

accidents.  

Many of my former motorcycle clients found 

themselves in the unfortunate situation where the 

driver at fault did not have enough insurance to cover 

injuries, medical bills and lost wages.  They have also 

allowed me to use their cases as examples to educate 

the motorcycle community.      

I could take up this whole 

newsletter with examples, 

but in this article, I will talk 

about Mark. Mark, who was 

52 at the time, lost his leg 

above the knee in an 

intersection accident at the 

hands of a hit-and-run 

driver (who was eventually 

found). Mark’s medical 

expenses were over 

$300,000.00.  He was let go 

from his job because it 

involved a lot of walking 

over uneven terrain.  He 

will live with prosthesis for 

the rest of his life. Mark 

deserved a significant 

amount of money to 

reimburse him for his losses. 

I had to tell Mark that unfortunately the driver who 

hit him had only $50,000.00 of insurance coverage 

(that was a tough conversation).  

I explained to Mark that when the driver at fault has 

little or no insurance, you look to your own vehicle 

insurance policies for uninsured and underinsured 

motorist coverage. Uninsured coverage protects you 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Out & About 
by Al Jones 
June 2010 

Gary and Tina Shimizu of Fayetteville hosted our May meeting.  Since it 

was only across town we took the old bike and obviously did not need rain 

gear for a 20 mile round trip.  The deluge coming back was welcome for the 

grass but did not help our visibility or trip home.  I think it will take a week 

for our clothes and shoes to dry out.  But the weather was great while we 

were at Gary and Tina’s.  About 25 members enjoyed lunch and telling 

stories under the canopies.   

Ray Ussery and Larry Green arrived at the meeting after camping at 

Denton and enjoying the sites of the Antique MC show weekend.  Ray’s 

bike was loaded down 

and needed Gary’s 

assistance with a battery 

jump prior to departure.  

On Saturday Pete Osta 

led the destination ride 

group to the same event 

in Denton.  It sounded 

as if the number of old 

bikes viewed made the 

trip worthwhile to 

many.  The Denton 

campground may be of 

use to the club in the future.   

Karol and I attended the Georgia Mountain Rally recently.  A great event!  

We go to that part of Georgia about once a year to camp and ride but it was 

the first time in quite a while that we were able to make the rally.  We 

arrived a few days early and camped next to the lake and enjoyed the roads 

in the area during the mid-week.  We explored a number of the waterfalls 

in western NC.  We even 

made it by the Southwest 

location for the Four 

Corners ride.  Our 

favorite was Bridal falls.  

How many times can you 

park your bike under a 

waterfall and get a great 

photo?   

The rally was attended by 

about 700 and had some 

great seminars, food, 

rides and friends, old and 

new.  As you can see from the photo of the bikes next to the lake, it is a 

great location to camp.  At least two other club members were there, Gary 

Shimizu and Frank Bartlett.  I also heard that Ed Gray and some other 
(Continued on page 3) 
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members were nearby at a BMW Sport-Touring event.  The riding was great as was the weather.   It’s a memorable event 

to go to the Ga Mtn rally and not get wet.   

Some great activities are coming up.  The women’s campout is next weekend, the 21st through the 23d.  This always 

seems to be well attended and enjoyed.  Karol will take a camera and bring back evidence for the next newsletter.  

Roadside clean-up is next Saturday the 22nd and it looks like that will be a men’s day as the women will obviously be 

busy.  Check the website for the appropriate time and directions to 

Jim Morrison’s house, which is where we meet for the roadside 

project.   

The next meeting is on a Saturday in conjunction with the club 

picnic.  That will be 19 June at the Harris Lake County Park near 

New Hill.  More information is available on the TT website and of 

course in this newsletter.  We have the site reserved.  We plan on 

cooking out for this one.  Karol, myself, Emily and Kevin will be 

cooking.  We will get there early and set-up and probably light the 

charcoal about 11:30.  We will bring everything so just get on your 

bikes and make that your Saturday destination.  By the way, that is 

the date for the monthly destination ride and guess where Pete says 

they are going to end up for lunch.   

Ride safe out there and have a great time.  See you on the road.  

(Continued from page 2) 

My First Motorcycle by Darrell Spencer 

W 
ith earnings from my paper route, I purchased 

my first 

motorcycle in 1950. It 

was a Simplex with a 

jack-leg installed 

Whizzer motor. The 

original Simplex had 

a two-cycle engine 

and a series of belts 

that tightened and 

loosened to provide 

different gear ratios. 

The handlebars were 

wide, the seat was 

comfy and enormous; 

the bike had 

footboards rather 

than pegs. 

At some point, 

someone had 

replaced the Simplex engine with a Whizzer engine. It 

was more powerful, but not known for reliability. The 

entire set-up was a dog, but I loved the bike, as it was 

my ticket to freedom. 

Unfortunately, I do 

not have a photo of 

the Simplex/Whizzer. 

Wanting to upgrade, I 

negotiated with the 

Ford dealer, who also 

sold Whizzers. My 

choice was the 

Whizzer Sportsman 

with a two-speed, 

centrifugal clutch 

[pictured]. Top speed 

was around 40 mph, 

but it was light, with 

20" tires, and it felt 

fast.  

 

As you perhaps know, a 1950 Whizzer Sportsman is 

now a collectable. 
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I 
’m joining with five additional riders and taking 3  

weeks to explore the western states...again. We are 

leaving Colorado Springs, CO on June 07, 2010 and 

looping to the west and 

north as seen in the 

overview map, returning 

again to Colorado Springs 

around June 27, 2010. How 

hard could it be? 

Since some of the riders are 

still working stiffs and in 

order to coordinate with 

available vacation times, we 

are trailering our bikes to 

Colorado where they will 

be stored until our return. 

The drive back to North 

Carolina will be in air 

conditioned comfort after 

17 days of riding in hot, dry conditions. This will solve 

my major complaint on these western trips;  returning to 

the hot and humid south. It kills me. 

 Two TTers are joining me this year; Bob Kurtz and Rick 

Young. Bob is planning to ride a 1996 R1100RSL, while 

Rick is riding a 2003 K1200GT. We also have a friend 

from Germany who is 

flying over expressly for 

the trip. He keeps a 

Honda CBR929 in the 

Triangle for use during 

business trips. It’s 

probably not the perfect 

bike for long distance 

trips, but he has made 

some modifications by 

replacing the clipons with 

handlebars. We’ll see how 

that works out. 

I am planning to keep a 

photo blog with captions 

during the trip and it can 

be found at http://bikermarc.smugmug.com. Use the 

Western Ride 2010 gallery. Join the adventure from your 

couch, rally chair or work station. 

Riding Out West Again by Marc Krouse 

when the person causing your accident has no 

insurance at all.  

Underinsured coverage protects you when the person 

causing your accident has too little insurance to cover 

how badly you have been hurt. Mark’s response was a 

common one I hear –“Gary, I have full coverage, but I 

have no idea about the amount of uninsured and 

underinsured coverage that he have.” I discovered that 
Mark had underinsured coverage, but he only enough to 

give him an additional $50,000.00 toward his case.   

  So what can a motorcyclist do ahead of time to guard 

against the hardship of being seriously injured in an 

accident caused by someone with little or no insurance?  

The answer is to have enough uninsured and 

underinsured coverage as part of their motorcycle 

insurance policy to fill the gap. 

Most every time I bring up this issue, I get the question 

“Why should my insurance pay if I am not at fault, and by 

the way, won’t my insurance go up?” Your insurance 

company offers this type of coverage as protection for you 

(See Mark above!), because  you cannot control how much, 

if any, insurance coverage another person has. Also, if you 

have to use your uninsured or underinsured coverage, 

your insurance rates will not go up because you were not 

at fault in the accident.      

I am not an insurance salesman, and probably like you, I 

hate shelling out money for something like insurance 

when I hope I never have to use it. But, what you will find 

is that uninsured and underinsured coverage is fairly 

inexpensive, particularly when weighed against the cost of 

getting into an accident where the other driver has little or 

no insurance coverage.     

So, check your policy or call your agent to make sure you 

have sufficient uninsured and underinsured coverage.  If 

you have any questions about your motorcycle insurance 

coverage or want to talk to me about an accident call me at 

800-942-1191 or visit ncmotorcyclelaw.com.  I am always 

available to answer your questions, and my consultations 

are free. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Gary Pool is an attorney practicing out of Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina. He recently met Billy Piscitello at 

Breadman’s and offered to write an article for the newsletter 

after having his interest piqued by a post in Forum Chatter. 

Gary also speaks to motorcycle groups throughout the state. 
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Tarheel Traveler CalendarTarheel Traveler CalendarTarheel Traveler CalendarTarheel Traveler Calendar    
 

06/05 - 1st Saturday Ride, 10:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 10:00 a.m.  Capitol BMW, 4209 Atlantic Avenue, 

Raleigh, NC, (919) 834-5111, (GPS N35 84.075 W78 60.148)  www.capitolbmw.com 

06/06 - TriadRiders 1st Sunday ride - 9:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 9:00.  Cheesecake by Alex, 315 South 

Elm Street, Greensboro, NC (GPS N36 04.195 W79 47.422)  

06/09 - 2nd Wednesday Dinner, 7:00 pm.  Brixx Wood Fired Pizza - Raleigh. 8511 Briercreek Parkway, Raleigh, NC 

27617, 919-246-0640.  Across from the movie theater. (GPS N35 54.344 W78 47.155)  

06/13 - 2nd Sunday Ride - 10:00 a.m. Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., gassed up and ready to ride at 10:00 a.m. Hardees, 28 East 

Rd, Pittsboro, NC (GPS  N35 43.212 W79 10.603) 

06/16 - 3rd Wednesday Dinner - 6:30 p.m. El Tucan, 250 S. Bragg Blvd, Spring Lake, NC 910-495-1400 (GPS N35 09.812 

W78 58.330) 

06/19 - Destination Ride - 9:00 a.m. Gassed up and ready to ride at 9:00 at the BP Station, 5016 Spring Forest Road, 

Raleigh, NC (GPS N35 51.359 W78 33.399)   The ride is cancelled if it is raining.  

06/19 - Monthly Meeting -  11:30 a.m. Harris Lake County Park, 2112 County Park Drive, New Hill, NC 27562   (GPS 

N35 37.807 W78 55.050) 11:30 a.m. kicking tires and meeting at 1:00 p.m. with lunch afterward. 

 

For additional event/rally dates be sure to check the TT website  For additional event/rally dates be sure to check the TT website  For additional event/rally dates be sure to check the TT website  For additional event/rally dates be sure to check the TT website  www.tarheelbmw.orgwww.tarheelbmw.orgwww.tarheelbmw.orgwww.tarheelbmw.org    

 

June 2010 
 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

 

4 5 

1st Sat Ride. Capitol 

BMW Raleigh. 

10:000 AM 

6 

Triad Riders 1st 

Sun Ride. 

Greensboro 

9:00 AM 

7 8 9 

2nd Wed dinner. 

Brixx Wood.  

Raleigh. 7:00 PM 

10 11 12 

 

13 

2nd Sun ride. 

Pittsboro. 10:00 

AM 

14 15 16 

3rd Wed dinner. El 

Tucan. Spring 

Lake, NC 6:30 PM 

17 18 19 

9:00 Destination 

ride. 11:30 Meeting 

at Harris Park 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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 2010 Meeting Hosts 

May:  Gary and Tina Shimizu May:  Gary and Tina Shimizu May:  Gary and Tina Shimizu May:  Gary and Tina Shimizu ----    FayettevilleFayettevilleFayettevilleFayetteville    Sep: Joel Harris & Ed Gray - Raleigh 

Jun:  Annual Picnic - Harris Lake County Park Oct: Steve & Belva - Fayetteville 

Jul: Sandy & Pete Osta Nov: OpenNov: OpenNov: OpenNov: Open    

Aug: OpenAug: OpenAug: OpenAug: Open    Dec: Al and Karol Jones - Fayetteville 

The Meeting Place – Saturday June 19th 2010 

 

 

 

From Raleigh/Cary/Apex:  

 

Take U.S. Hwy. 1 South through Cary and 

Apex. Take the New Hill exit (Exit 89) off 

U.S. 1. At the top of the ramp, turn left onto 

New Hill-Holleman Road and go 

approximately 3 miles, and the park entrance 

will be on your right. 

 

 

 

From Fuquay-Varina/Holly Springs: 

 

Off N.C. Hwy. 55 take Avent Ferry Road 

away from downtown Holly Springs. Go 

approximately 5 miles to New Hill-Holleman 

Road (landmark: large white house on 

corner). Take a right on New Hill-Holleman 

Road, cross over Harris Lake, and the park 

entrance will be on your left. 

Harris Lake County Park 
2112 County Park Dr 
New Hill, NC 27562  

http://www.wakegov.com/parks/harrislake 
N35 37.807 W78 55.050 
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The Market Place 

Jacket and Helmet  BMW Savannah 2 Riding Jacket with 

liner, size 36R, grey/silver and yellow, worn very little-like 

new, $250.00.  Contact Janey Heath, (919) 924-6179 or 

wildviking@bellsouth.net 

Anderson Powerpole connectors for DC power 

interconnection/distribution for your motorcycles. Several 

members are already using these rugged connectors with 

great success. See Brian Young’s website at www.alt-

moto.com for more information. You can also call Brian at 919

-954-2178 or email him at brianyoung@alt-moto.com.  

   

$3.00 off  
      One coupon per table 
324 W Rosemary St. 
Chapel Hill, NC 
(919) 967-7110 

Breadmen’sBreadmen’sBreadmen’sBreadmen’s    

    

BOMBAR’S BEEMERSBOMBAR’S BEEMERSBOMBAR’S BEEMERSBOMBAR’S BEEMERS    

 

Excellent BMW, URAL and Moto Guzzi 

Service  
Service – Repair – Restoration – Computer Diagnostics. 

Component Repairs to transmissions, final drives, wheels, carbs, 

tanks and more.  

Hyperpro and YSS Shocks – Westco Batteries – Hyperlites – 

Motolights 

Omega Charging Systems – Dyna Ignition Systems – AMSOIL 

and more. 

 

We make ‘em run great! 
 

Our new shop 

127-B Wolfpack Lane  Durham, NC 27704 

919-450-7450            
www.bombarsbeemers.com      

By Appointment Only    

Turning Ordinary Riders into… Extraordinary Drivers 

              Adventure Riding on June 12th & 13th 

              MSF Dirt Bike on June 12th 

              Precision Maneuvering on July 17th 

10% Credit if you mention this ad !! 

http://www.motomark1.com 

New Member Information  

Welcome Paul and Robert ! 

Paul Leslie of Carrboro, NC 

Robert Domingue of Goldsboro, NC 



Tarheel Editor 
C/o Marc Krouse 
106 Beaver Pine Way 
Cary, NC 27511 

Member Written Articles Are Needed 

For The Tarheel Traveler Newsletter !! 
 

Slam some words and pictures together and let me 

worry about copy editing and polishing. You’ll be a 

star. 

 Send editorial copy to: 

 Marc Krouse 

 106 Beaver Pine Way 

 Cary, NC 27511 

 Or email to: 

 Editor at TarheelBMW.org 

 

Funny story - Great long trip - Everything went 

wrong trip - Unintended purchase - My first BMW - 

My last BMW - Road went right, I went left - How 

to repair it yourownself - Dirt bike riding after 

retirement - GPS tips & techniques - Using maps to 

plan a bike trip - Sidecars are for wimps - Best roads 

in Idaho - Why I ride alone now. 

2010 Meeting Hosts Needed !! 

 
 Host homes for our monthly meetings are needed 

for August, and November 2010.  

Please consider hosting a meeting for one of our 

open months. See the chart of meeting dates to see 

which dates are open.  If you don’t feel able to do it 

alone, consider teaming up with another member to 

co-host. Or book a park shelter and have a stress 

free outdoor meeting. We’re flexible! 

 The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each 

month.  There are two hosting formats you can 

choose from 1)  11:30 a.m. tire kicking with the 

meeting at 1:00 p.m. and lunched served afterward 

and 2) 1:00 p.m. tire kicking followed by a 2:00 p.m. 

meeting with snacks served, not a full lunch.  Your 

choice! 

 If you’re interested, drop a line to the editor or one 

of our officers so we can get you on the list. Thanks 

to everyone who has graciously agreed to host.  


